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Introduction (Read: Revelations 12:1 – 17 and Ephesians 6:10 – 20) 

 Truth #1 – Satan has great rage against church.  (see Revelations 12:17) 
 Truth #2 – We have no human enemies.  (Ephesians 6:12) 
 Truth #3 – Where God builds His church (holy ground) Satan builds his chapel.  (I Peter 

5:7) 
 Truth #4 – The Prince of this world has more than met his match in Christ.  (John 14:30; 

John 16:11) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1. When Luther wants to designate the power to which every man is subject in his 
sinfulness, he speaks of “the ____________,” “the __________,” and of the “the 
____________.”   

2. The effect of these powers on us cannot be completely differentiated.  The devil works 
through our “flesh” and through “the world.”  The devil is the _______ of this world and 
all three concepts represent that __________________ which surrounds us on every 
side and is opposed to God (e.g. God’s Word of Truth and faith). 

3. Luther’s understanding of the devil came into sharper focus as his understanding of the 
______________ of God and of Christ grew.  He came to understand the power 
opposed to God and sharpness and depth of the __________________________ 
between God and the rebel powers.   

4. The devil is the great opponent of God and of Christ.  For this reason Luther can see him 
at work in everything that particularly _____________________ God’s own ultimate will 
for his creation and for men.     

5. The devil is at work in unhappiness, in sickness and other troubles of life, and in death.  
According to Hebrews 2:14, he has the power of _________________. 

6. What is decisive, however, is that the devil, God’s first and most powerful opponent, 
always ________________ God.  In opposition to God, he established 
_________________________of sin and disobedience.     

7. It is __________________ who stands behind all enemies of the Word and behind the 
misinterpretation of Scripture.  We have no human enemy (Ephesians 6).   
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8. The devil cannot bear the pure word and attempts to ______________ justification 
through faith alone.  He blinds men to God’s clear word; and he causes their reason to 
be scandalized. 

9. The devil hardens men so that they no longer ________________ God’s judgments and 
do not realize their miserable condition.   

10. Luther says: “For the devil shares this one dimension of divine being, that he is near to 
_____________________ everywhere.”  Thus the power of God and the power of the 
devil are opposed to each other and are in the most severe conflict with each other.  
This conflict continues through all history – the devil against God and God against the 
devil.  Luther says: “The true God against the anti-God.  For the devil too wants to be 
God.  He is the ruler of this world (John 12:31; 14:30) and “god of this world” (II Cor. 
4:4).   

11. God and the devil are fighting for _______, for ______________, and for the lordship.  
Here there is no neutrality, no buffer state.  Whatever is not in the kingdom of God and 
of Christ is in the devil’s kingdom.  

12. Man has no _________________ in matters pertaining to his relationship to God and to 
his salvation or destruction.  He is always in the power either of God or of Satan. 

13. Luther says: “So man’s will is like a ____________ standing between two riders, if God 
rides, it wills and goes where God wills…If Satan rides, it wills and goes where Satan 
wills.”   

14. So man’s will _____________ select his rider or run to him; “but the riders themselves 
fight to decide who shall have and hold it.” 

15. Whoever has not been grasped by Christ and is not under the power of His Spirit, is 
under the power of the _____________.  And no other power can take a man away 
from the ___________ except the ______________; this Spirit is the stronger man who 
according to Jesus’ parable (Luke 11:21f.) overcomes the strong man. 

16. God in Christ wrestles men out of the power of the devil.  A man receives a share of this 
freedom from Satan in baptism.  But this freedom can be asserted only in a 
________________ battle with the devil.   
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17. We have only two alternatives: either ______________ the devil or __________ into his 
power.   

18. The weapon in this battle is the _____________ and ____________.  (e.g. Promises of 
God) 

19. Satan and his evil work are also _______________ to God’s almighty activity.  This 
means that the devil must still _____________ God’s will for men and for the world in 
spite of the fact that his will and activity are directly against God.   

20. God keeps him (Satan) in His _____________ and uses him for His own work.  He uses 
him primarily as the tool of His __________________.  What God’s wrath does and what 
Satan does frequently appear to be _______________________________________.   

21. Luther calls the devil: “________________.”  And yet at the same time he remains the 
devil, the enemy of God, who wants the opposite of what God wants. 

22. We should know that in everything bad that happens to us it is ________ himself who is 
at work through instruments.  Luther not only emphasizes that Satan has the power of 
___________ (cf. Heb 2:14), “but he is no less concerned to remind us that according to 
Psalm 90:3 it is God himself who lets us die “Thou causest men to die.”   

23. It is God himself who is always _____________ with us, whether in His wrath or in His 
grace.  Man cheats himself out of His encounter with God in wrath and in grace when he 
thinks misfortune and death as coming to him __________ from God but from some 
other power.   

24. God uses misfortune, suffering of body and soul, and death in order to _____________ 
those who belong to Him and to lead them from trust in something earthly to trust in 
Him alone. 

25. We do not confront _________ in good times and someone else in bad times; rather we 
always deal with one and the same God.  He remains true to Himself with unshakable 
consistency, not friendly for a while and then angry for a while, but always the 
______________ God even when He strikes me.   

26. Believing God is merciful when we experience his blows in time of misfortune, 
“____________________” which only the Holy Spirit gives.  For God hides 
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Himself…when he deals with us through his instruments.  God uses Satan for His alien 
work (Isa. 28:21) 

27. Ultimately then man deals __________ with God.  We should therefore not only see 
God’s work and Satan’s work as ____; we should at the same time also distinguish them.   

28. Both launch a heavy _______ against man.  God, however, does it to _____ man, in 
order to set him _____ of himself and of all trust in himself and drive him into God’s 
merciful arms.  Satan does it in order to _______ a man completely and finally loose 
from God.   

29. Therefore temptation always has two faces and two purposes: _______ and the 
_______.  And these are in opposition to each other.  Luther regarded Satan both as the 
_______________ and as the _____________ of God.  God uses him but at the same 
time also fights against him and redeems us from him. 

30. It is the task of _________ to overcome the Satanic purposes in temptation by trusting 
in the mercy of God ____________ under the distress of that temptation.  Faith 
________________ Satan’s purpose. 

 

 


