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Jesus Fixes Our Loose Connections 

Mark 1:29 – 39 

As my wife and I toured your beautiful church we couldn’t help but notice the bold 
mission statement in the narthex.  It reads: “Our Mission: To connect our neighbors 
with the rich life in Christ.”  While the statement is brief it is full of content.  There 
is a lot going on in just that one little word “connect”.  

 In a seminary Missions class, Dr. Herbert Jackson told a story about how, as 
a new missionary, he was assigned a car that would not start without a push. 
After pondering his problem, he devised a plan. He went to the school near 
his home, got permission to take some children out of class, and had them 
push his car off. As he made his rounds, he would either park on a hill or 
leave the engine running. He used this ingenious procedure for two years.  Ill 
health forced the Jackson family to leave, and a new missionary came to that 
station. When Jackson proudly began to explain his arrangement for getting 
the car started, the new man began looking under the hood. Before the 
explanation was complete, the new missionary interrupted, "Why, Dr. 
Jackson, I believe the only trouble is this loose cable."  He gave the cable a 
twist, stepped into the car, pushed the switch, and to Jackson's astonishment, 
the engine roared to life. For two years, needless trouble had become the 
routine.  

I had a similar incident with my four-wheeler a couple of years ago.   

 It seemed the cable that lifted the attached snowplow had snapped.  I didn’t 
want to bother ordering the part and hoped we just wouldn’t get much more 
snow this season.  But soon afterward, we got about a foot of snow.  I was so 
discouraged thinking about how much work it was going to be to order the 
part, pick it up, and attach the new cable.  So, I went to check where the cable 
had snapped and discovered that all that had happened was a screw had come 
loose.  I had a needless worry about needless trouble! 

For many churches, ministries, and families, needless trouble becomes the 
routine.  For many churches, ministries, and families, the power to automatically 
start the engine has been there all the time; and if someone with a discerning eye 
simply looked under the hood, they could see and fix the loose connection and start 
the engine.  In our Gospel lesson today, Jesus is the person with the discerning eye 
who could fix the loose connections for the people of Galilee and who can fix the 
loose connections for you and me. 
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The problems we encounter trying to get around in this world are first caused 

by the loose connection we have with our Creator. Jesus came to fix the loose 
connection we have with our Creator and restore that relationship.  The problems we 
encounter trying to get around in this world are next caused by our loose connection 
with God’s creation, including each other.  Jesus came to restore those connections, 
too. 

Jesus uses other people to help connect us with God and with each other.  The 
first fix in our Gospel lesson today happened when Peter connected his mother-in-
law with Jesus.  The Gospel writer, Mark, recalls, “Simon’s mother-in-law was in 
bed with a fever.”  There wasn’t much she could do.  We aren’t told the degree of 
her sickness ̶ just that she had a fever ̶  but the remedy was clear: “they told Jesus 
about her.”  I imagine they described in detail how sick she was, the stuff that was 
going on under the hood, that none of them knew how to fix.  They knew who could 
repair her condition and “they told Jesus about her.”  They petitioned Jesus or took 
their prayers to God.  Pretty cool right.  It’s as if all the discussions the disciples had 
with Jesus were types of prayer.  For they were talking (connecting) with God in the 
flesh. 

Our God doesn’t mind getting dirty.  He doesn’t mind catching our diseases.  
In fact, that’s what he came to earth to do: to fix and repair all our grubby broken 
parts by taking all our stuff onto Himself.  And He does this by getting close to us.  
Jesus is willing to look under our hoods and has the skills to diagnose and restore 
us.  Mark described Jesus’ gentleness as he looked under the hood for Peter’s 
mother-in-law: “He came and took her by the hand, and He lifted her up.”  Jesus 
has all power and all competence, yet He lovingly takes us by the hand and lifts us 
up. The question is: Are we willing to let Him?  Do we really appreciate the power 
of God?  Do we really want to be repaired?  Maybe we enjoy things just the way 
they are.  Maybe we keep trying to fix things ourselves.  Maybe that is what the 
world has always done.  For 120 years Noah built an Ark because God was going to 
clean up mankind’s mess.  And the world just laughed at such silly beliefs and 
pursued their own faulty solutions with disastrous affect.  But hey, who wants 
someone (GOD) tinkering under the hood?  Hopefully, all of us!  The power of God 
lifts us from spiritual sickness to spiritual health, from despair to hope, from sin to 
holiness and, one day, from death to life.  These are the powerful connections God 
wants to make under the hood of our lives.  Will you let Him? 
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We are all sick.  No matter how nice our cars look on the outside, there are 

always connections that come loose.  So, we all need missionary friends like the one 
Herbert Jackson had, or the ones Peter’s mother-in-law had, or the ones who brought 
the sick and demon possessed to Jesus.  Did you notice how Mark describes how all 
the sick and demon possessed came to Jesus from the whole town?  They didn’t get 
there alone.  They had help, “…the people brought them to Jesus...”.    

That’s God’s plan and purpose for us.  That is how God intends to use His 
restoring power – through each of you.  Once we’ve allowed Jesus to fix the 
brokenness and loose connections in our lives, it is only natural that we want 
everyone we know to go to Jesus, too.   

In the concluding verses of our text the disciples say to Jesus, “Everyone is 
looking for you.”  And Jesus says, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may 
preach there also, for that is why I came out.”  We don’t always find Jesus right 
away or understand where He is going.  But our job is just to faithfully follow Him 
and His Word and connect as many people as possible along the way. 

Amen! 


