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             May 15, 2020  
Eighteenth Letter to the Flock 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”  John 14:21 
  
In Sunday’s gospel lesson Jesus tells his disciples, and us, that loving him is not just giving lip 
service—saying that we love him.  He teaches us that love is a commitment, not just a word.  We 
show our love for Jesus by obeying his commands resulting in a change in behavior.  Those who 
love Jesus and do their best to follow his commands understand that it is Jesus’ Spirit that 
enables them to do so. God’s Spirit living within us gives us the power to make good on our 
promise to love God with all of our hearts, souls, and minds. God reveals himself to those who 
trust and obey him.   We invite you to open your heart, mind, and soul to the love of God so that 
you can devote yourself to God’s plan for you—through your own private meditation and prayer 
time, with friends in small groups, through the worship services, devotions, and messages of 
hope posted on our website (https://www.plc.cc), and by participating in the regular Bible 
studies noted below. 
 

Daily Prayer:  
 
Gracious God, I thank You that Your love for me never fails – it is fresh and new each day.  
Let me experience beauty and joy today, and give me hope for tomorrow.  Help me share 
Your love with others.  Bring an end to the coronavirus, heal all who are infected, and 
protect all health care workers.  Watch over my loved ones, my neighbors, all workers, 
and the unemployed.  Bless every leader here and around the world who is dealing with 
this crisis, and help our church to always be an outpost of hope.  I ask this in Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 
 

1.  Bible Study Opportunities.  Sunday morning Bible studies continue before church at 9 a.m. 
via Zoom.  Please contact Richard Olsen (RichardOlsen@plc.cc) or Pastor Ken(Pastor@plc.cc) 
for the Zoom link to the Bible study.  Pastor Emeritus R.Z. Meyer and his Wednesday 
morning group is continuing their Bible studies. Please contact him if you are interested in 
participating in that group (PastorEmeritus.plc.cc). 

2. June 7, 2020 Congregational Meeting. The semi-annual congregational meeting will be 
conducted at noon on June 7th via Zoom.  You will be advised how to access the meeting 
within the next two weeks.  Because she has “termed out,” the congregation will thank 
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Joanne Fife for her service as the Church Council Secretary for the past four years.  Jill Collins 
has offered to serve as the new Church Council Secretary, replacing Joanne; a vote to confirm 
her will be taken. A vote will also be taken to confirm Cindy Stone as the STAR Preschool 
liaison to the Council.  In addition, a vote will be taken to confirm Dee Ann Lee’s appointment 
to the Board of Elders, replacing Peter Lee, who joined the Lord in Glory on April 7th.   A vote 
to re-elect other church leaders will be taken and other church business will be discussed. 
 

3. Confirmation. We welcome Pastor Emeritus Wally Mees back to teach our Confirmation 
Class.  Pastor Mees has instructed many young people in the faith at PLC for over 30 years, 
and is looking forward to connecting with the young people in the current class via Zoom. 

 
4. Symbol of Hope.  Last week we introduced PLC’s new symbol of hope, which is a visual 

reminder that we are called to be an Easter people-- to trust and obey the Risen Christ. We 
are secure about the future because of our faith.  The design is open to your own 
interpretations, but here are a few thoughts: the linen background symbolizes the linen 
wrappings left by the Risen Christ in the empty tomb; the taller lily can be seen as Christ’s 
broken body on the cross and the shorter lily, free of the cross, symbolizing Christ’s victory 
over death— from whence comes our hope; the design of the cross itself is dynamic; it 
appears to have energy and movement—symbolizing that PLC is moving forward together 
with the Risen Christ; the design as a whole, expresses that PLC is an Outpost of Hope; our 
treasure in Christ Jesus is expressed in the gold lettering, and the green outline of the lilies 
symbolizes hope and Christ’s and our victory of life over death. 
 
Please continue to make your home an outpost of hope by keeping a hopeful attitude, 
especially through daily prayer and Bible study.  Demonstrate your faith in God by showing 
mercy to and by caring for your family and neighbors in whatever way possible, and by 
contacting other members of PLC as often as you can for mutual care and affirmation. 
 

5. Committee to Call Intentional Interim Pastor.  A team to call an interim pastor has been 
finalized and will be led by Pastor Frese as the Facilitator, with assistance from Advisor 
Pastor Emeritus R.Z. Meyer.  Pastor Frese will meet with the team shortly to provide 
leadership and to make assignments to the team members, so that they may begin the 
process of locating a part-time or full-time intentional interim pastor, who has been specially 
trained to help congregations with all issues. The committee members are Julie Burditt, Jenni 
Burkholder, Maria Dwyer, Kingsley Fife, Alan Hanson, Richard Olsen, and Bob Reagan.   
 

6. Stewardship. PLC’s ability to call an intentional interim pastor and eventually a permanent 
pastor, depends on the sharing of your time, talents, and financial resources.  We encourage 
you to answer the call to serve God at PLC in whatever way you can.  We thank all who have 
made generous one-time contributions, and those who have continued to drop-off, mail, or 
make regular on-line offerings to PLC during the quarantine shut-down period.   In addition 
to your generous monetary contributions, many people have contributed major blocks of 
their own time to putting PLC in the financial position to call an interim pastor: Pastor 
Frese’s generous contributions of his time and considerable talent; Denisa Hanna’s 
contributions as a volunteer music director; the contributions of the Parsonage Committee; 
and the careful financial planning by the finance committee (Controller Romana Pichel and 
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Financial Secretary Mary Helen Young) to name a few.  We thank everyone who has worked 
hard to get PLC back in the black.   Please continue to keep PLC in your prayers and to make 
your regular contributions by mail or online.  You may mail or make your payments on a 
monthly or quarterly basis instead of weekly, if you prefer, to save effort and postage. 

 
7. Parsonage in Escrow. The parsonage is in escrow (sale price $2, 250,000), and is 

progressing steadily toward the closing date of May 28th.  Bob and Diane Reagan assisted in 
drafting legal documents for the escrow.  The entire Parsonage Committee should be 
commended for their hard work in getting the parsonage sold during these challenging 
times: Vance Meyer, Chair; and members David Cardone, Maria Dwyer, Julie Burditt, Peter 
Lee, Rich Wilken, and Mary Helen Young,  

  
8. PLC’s Fiftieth Anniversary Celebrations.  At Pastor Frese’s suggestion, the Council decided 

to conduct a pared down online 50th Anniversary Celebration on the actual 50th anniversary 
date on Pentecost Sunday, May 31, 2020.  The on-line worship service will include special 
music, a slideshow, and short reminisces by longtime members and former pastors, 
including Pastor Richard Knutzen.  Pastor Emeritus R.Z. Meyer will preach the Pentecost 
message.  Pastor Mees will act as the liturgist.  Please send any photos you want included in 
the slideshow to Danny Cymbal at videographer@plc.cc.  

 
Don’t miss this special service to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the merger of Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church and Lutheran Church of the Palisades.  Another celebration of this 
momentous year in the life of our congregation will be held on Reformation Sunday, October 
25, 2020, when we are all together again.   

 
9. We Want to Hear You and From You.   Please contact Denisa Hanna (VP@plc.cc) to offer 

your musical talents for any service.  In addition, your elder will be contacting you to discuss 
your responses to a survey that will be sent asking you for your comments regarding the 
online worship services.   

 
10.  The Pleasure of Your Company is Requested . . . The pleasure of your company is 

requested once or twice a month via Zoom to keep us connected to each other.  Your help is 
needed to lift another’s spirits and to provide the human contact that we all need when we 
are in isolation.  Please give your prayerful consideration to offering support to others in a 
small group. How you spend your time together is up to you.  Whether you meet to sip tea 
together, knit, exchange crossword puzzle tips, talk about your golf swing, pray, discuss a 
book or issues on your heart is up to you and your small group. Please contact the Outreach 
committee for help in starting a small group of your churched and/or unchurched friends on 
Zoom to support each other spiritually and in other ways (Outreach@plc.cc).  

 
Moving Forward Together with the Risen Christ, 
 
The Council and the Board of Elders  
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